Sustainable Development in the EU (2010/11)

Theme/Topic: Sustainable Development in the EU

Expert: Jorgen K. Knudsen, SINTEF Energy Research, Norway
Character: optional

ECTS-Credits: 3 Credit-points

Teaching methods: lecture, seminar and discussion at the presence workshop

Assessment methods: final exam at the end of the term, assignments, active
participation in workshop and forum discussion

Language: English

Objective and course content:

The objective of this course is to understand the three concerns of sustainable
development (economic, social and environmental), and how sustainable
development is interpreted in EU policy and practices — by focusing on the energy

policy sector.

The European Union’s Strategy for sustainable development (EU SDS) was first
adopted by the Council in June 2001. It identified four priority action areas: limiting
climate change and increasing the use of clean energy; addressing threats to public
health; managing natural resources more responsibly; and improving the transport
system and land use management. In June 2006, the European Council adopted a
revised SDS in which the scope was enlarged by including — inter alia — social

inclusion, migration, and global poverty.

As a way of promoting sustainable development, and particularly the environmental
dimension, the concept of ‘Environmental policy integration’ (EPI) has been
launched. EPI implies a focus on principles and practices for integrating
environmental concerns into the formulation and implementation of sectoral policies.
Measures associated with EPI have been employed through nearly 20 years within
the EU and in its Member States, mainly in the form of procedural and institutional
instruments. With an explicit reference to production and consumption of energy, the
course will highlight how EPI can function as a tool for implementing the EU SDS.
Thereby, the course also aims to contribute to a more general understanding of the
political-institutional challenges of sustainable development.
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