
Introduction to European Law

Theme/Topic: European Law I – Basics of European (constitutional) Law

Experts: Prof. Ingolf Pernice, Walter-Hallstein-Institut für Europäisches 

Verfassungsrecht, Berlin

Mr. Edgar Lenski, Federal Ministry of Economics and 

Technology

Character: obligatory

ECTS-Credits: 3 Credit-points

Teaching methods: lecture, seminar and discussion at the presence workshop

Assessment methods: final exam at the end of the term, assignments, active 

participation in workshop and forum discussion

Language: English

Objective and course content:

Introduction into some understanding of European Constitutional Law in general: Treaties 

and Constitution, the autonomy of European law, its relationship to national constitutional 

law. The pillar-structure of the EU and the new treaty on a Constitution for Europe, multilevel 

constitutionalism and the EU divided-power system. Competences of the EU, Institutions, 

decision-making procedures, legislative acts, in particular directives and their direct effect. 

Methods and problems of implementation, liability of Member States for infringements, 

fundamental rights and the system of legal protection by national Courts and the ECJ.


